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and later received his Master’s Degree from 
the University of North Carolina. Over the 
years, he worked as executive director of the 
Jewish community relations agency in St. 
Louis, as well as executive director for a na-
tional health care advocacy group. David also 
spent time on Capitol Hill as a legislative as-
sistant in the Senate. He joined the Jewish 
Community Council in 1988, embodying its 
mission of being the public affairs voice of the 
Metro Detroit Jewish Community. 

In addition to his work on behalf of the 
council, David was elected to the West Bloom-
field, MI, School Board in 1999. He was re-
elected in 2003, and served as its president 
from 2003 to 2004. He also sits on the board 
of New Detroit, Inc. David’s peers have ac-
knowledged his efforts on several occasions, 
most notably in 1999, when he received the 
Berman Award, presented to Detroit’s most 
outstanding Jewish community professional. 

Among David’s great blessings is his won-
derful family: his wife, Dr. Nancy Gad-Harf, 
and their son Joshua. 

Mr. Speaker, I have had the pleasure of 
traveling with David Gad-Harf to Israel, and I 
can personally attest to his commitment and 
dedication to making our country a better 
place in which to live. I applaud his many suc-
cesses, and I ask the House of Representa-
tives to please join me in congratulating him 
on his retirement, and wishing him the very 
best in all his future endeavors.

f 

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JOHN C. 
GOETCHIUS 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take 
this means to recognize the outstanding serv-
ice of Colonel John C. Goetchius, who will re-
tire this October after 29 years service while 
working for the United States Army and the 
Secretary of the Army Legislative Liaison. 
Colonel John Goetchius is a decorated and 
distinguished soldier. 

Colonel Goetchius began his career as a 
United States Military Academy graduate, 
Class of 1976, and was immediately selected 
to lead our Nation’s sons and daughters. Dur-
ing his career, he has endured the hardships 
of deployments and separation. As one of 
many testaments to his professionalism and 
accomplishments in defense of our Nation, in 
2002 he was awarded the Defense Superior 
Service Award for his leadership as the Com-
mander of the United States Military Group, EI 
Salvador. 

Most recently, Colonel Goetchius served the 
soldiers and civilians of the Office of the Chief 
of Legislative Liaison (OCLL) in the capacity of 
the Executive Officer to the Chief of Legisla-
tive Liaison. Colonel Goetchius’s last assign-
ment was a capstone of nearly 30 years of 
service to the United States Army. As the Ex-
ecutive Officer Colonel Goetchius was the 
principal assistant to the Chief of Legislative 
Liaison, responsible for the formulation, co-
ordination and execution of policies governing 
the Army’s relationship with Congress. He per-
sonally coordinated the efforts of the seven Di-
vision 100 person OCLL Organization with 
wide ranging responsibilities to manage all 

U.S. Army Congressional contacts. Colonel 
Goetchius played an active role in commu-
nicating Army requirements, programs and 
policies to the U.S. Congress during a period 
of historic defense transformation and ex-
tremely high operational tempo. 

Mr. Speaker, as Colonel John C. Goetchius 
prepares to retire from the Army, I know my 
colleagues will join me in commending him for 
his outstanding service to our Nation.
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INTRODUCING H.R. 3141

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, today I introduced 
H.R. 3141 to terminate general system pref-
erences for imports from Brazil. 

I take this action because of extreme action 
now threatened by the current government of 
Brazil. Last week, that government delivered a 
clear threat to seize patents held by the 
United States. That threat was extreme, un-
warranted, and will meet with certain retalia-
tion by the United States government. Given 
that our economy is far larger than Brazil’s, 
action of this type will hurt Brazil far more than 
the U.S. and will cause unemployment and 
loss of income directly due to Brazil’s reckless 
trade policy. 

In specific, Brazil threatened Abbott Labora-
tories, Illinois’ largest employer. The doctors 
and scientists at Abbott helped to invent the 
test for HIV and then invented the most pow-
erful treatment for HIV. Scientists now are on 
their way to a cure for AIDS but all of this 
work will end if we let extreme policies seize 
the patents of scientists that represent the 
only hope for a cure. 

In Brazil, anti-HIV drugs already sell for only 
half the price of the same drugs in the U.S. In 
my judgment, this proposed action to seize 
U.S. patents is only a subterfuge to not only 
produce the drug in Brazil but also to export 
it to other countries on the black market—all 
in direct violation of Brazil’s solemn obligations 
to the WTO. 

The bill I introduced today will cancel $2 bil-
lion in Brazilian exports. If Brazil takes this ac-
tion, further actions will follow to the detriment 
of Brazil. 

Mr. Speaker, I have reviewed this matter 
with the Chairman of the Ways and Means 
Committee and Speaker HASTERT. They share 
my concerns and would strongly urge Brazil to 
reconsider extreme threats that will—in the 
long run—hurt Brazil far more than the U.S.
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STANDING IN SOLIDARITY WITH 
THE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAN 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people proudly stand in solidarity 
with the people of Great Britain in the wake of 
last Thursday’s murderous attacks in the city 
of London. 

It is tragic whenever anyone, anywhere is 
brutally and senselessly murdered. The car-

nage and bloodshed in London last week, 
however, were particularly poignant and mov-
ing to Americans because we have had no 
more resolute ally or steadfast friend in the 
war against terrorism than the British people 
and their leader, Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

Prime Minister Blair has been there from the 
start, visiting Ground Zero just days after the 
tragic attacks of September 11, 2001 and then 
sitting in the gallery of the House of Rep-
resentatives when President Bush addressed 
a joint session of Congress on September 20, 
2001. That was America’s darkest hour and 
Tony Blair stood by us. For that and more 
America will always be in his debt. 

Today’s world is brutal and treacherous, We 
are engaged in a struggle which could well de-
termine our survival as a civilization. British 
troops fight beside American troops in every 
theatre of that struggle and British police, law 
enforcement and intelligence agencies work in 
full concert with their American counterparts. 

Just as Franklin Roosevelt and Winston 
Churchill stood as one to lead the world 
through the ravages of Nazism and fascism, 
George Bush and Tony Blair stand shoulder to 
shoulder in the war against terrorism. And just 
as the British people mourned with us on Sep-
tember 11, we assure them that our thoughts 
and prayers go out to all those good people in 
London who were murdered as well as those 
who were injured and all of their families. They 
will always be remembered.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. AND MRS. 
HARRY AND HILDA EISEN 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor an extraordinary couple 
that survived one of history’s darkest periods 
to live a vibrant and successful life together. 
Their tremendous life story is filled with incred-
ible inspiration and hope. In a fitting celebra-
tion of their life together, Harry and Hilda 
Eisen will mark their 60th anniversary by re-
newing their wedding vows on July 10, 2005. 

Harry and Hilda were both born in 1917 in 
the small Polish village of Ibicza. When Po-
land was invaded by German Nazis during 
World War II, their lives became a struggle for 
survival. 

Harry served in the Polish Calvary and 
eventually became interned in the Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp. As a forced laborer, 
Harry worked in the coal mines and other 
grueling jobs during the 5 years he spent at 
Auschwitz, before escaping the forced death 
march in the winter of 1945. Meanwhile, Hilda 
escaped the Lodz Ghetto internment camp 
and joined a group of Jewish partisan fighters 
that fought back against the Nazis. 

Following Poland’s liberation, Harry and 
Hilda met up back in Ibicza and in July of 
1945 they were married. They subsequently 
immigrated to America in 1948. 

In America, Harry used the money he 
earned as a sausage-maker to start up a mod-
est chicken business in Arcadia, California. As 
his business and urban encroachment grew, 
Harry needed to find another location for his 
chicken enterprise and settled in Norco, Cali-
fornia. As time went by, the once small chick-
en business, now named Norco Ranch, Inc., 
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continued to grow as a producer and dis-
tributor of shell eggs and other egg products 
in the Southern California marketplace and be-
yond. 

Eventually, Norco Ranch successfully be-
came one of the largest suppliers to the retail 
food chains in Southern California, employing 
nearly 500 people throughout the Inland Em-
pire. Additionally, the business that once start-
ed with 100 chickens grew to have 8 million 
chickens producing egg products. 

In 2000, Harry sold Norco Ranch so that he 
could focus his energies on his philanthropic 
interests. Harry is a founder of the Holocaust 
Museum in Washington, D.C. and was Presi-
dent of the Lodzer Organization, which is a 
non-profit philanthropic association of Holo-
caust Survivors. 

Having lost their original marriage certificate 
after the war, Harry and Hilda decided to 
renew their wedding vows to commemorate 
their 60th anniversary. Their grandson Michael 
Rubinstein, who will shortly be ordained as a 
rabbi, will perform the ceremony and provide 
them with a new marriage certificate. They will 
also be joined by their four children, Ruth, 
Mary, Howard and Frances. 

I want to congratulate Harry and Hilda on 
this wonderful occasion and end by sharing 
with you the sentimental words that accom-
panied the ceremony announcement: ‘‘Each 
believing the other to be a giver of love, a 
sharer of sorrow, a bearer of joy and a reason 
for life, they decided to renew their wedding 
vows.’’
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EXPRESSING THE GRAVE DIS-
APPROVAL OF THE HOUSE RE-
GARDING MAJORITY OPINION OF 
SUPREME COURT IN KELO V. 
CITY OF NEW LONDON 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 30, 2005

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today I voice my 
opposition to the Supreme Court’s recent deci-
sion granting local governments the power to 
seize private property for economic develop-
ment. The Constitution protects an individual’s 
right to own a home free of government inter-
vention, and ensures just compensation for 
any property taken in the name of the greater 
public good, such as vitally necessary roads 
or water projects. The Court erred in its deter-
mination that private development interests 
constitute a legitimate public good. Private in-
terests should not justify the bull-dozing of 
homes in a working-class neighborhood. This 
divided decision, Kelo v. New London, may 
represent an open invitation for abuse by local 
governments and private developers at the ex-
pense of hardworking Americans who have a 
right to their property. While I oppose the Su-
preme Court’s decision, I also believe in the 
separation of powers and do not believe it is 
appropriate for Congress to seek to punish the 
Court for its decision. It is my hope that the 
Supreme Court has another opportunity to cor-
rect this bad decision, and provide greater 
protections for homeowners.

TRIBUTE TO THE ALAMO SCOUTS 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me take 
this means to recognize the fine accomplish-
ments and storied history of the Alamo 
Scouts. The Alamo Scouts were the forerun-
ners of the Army Special Forces ‘‘Green Be-
rets.’’ Without their determined efforts, the 
United States Army’s path to victory in the Pa-
cific would have been much harder. 

I mention the Alamo Scouts today not only 
because they were the soldiers who had the 
skill and tenacity to accomplish the most top 
secret missions of World War II, but because 
as the years go their numbers are dwindling. 
I feel that it is important that all here today 
recognize the accomplishments of The Alamo 
Scouts and that we all pay tribute to them be-
fore they are lost to us forever. 

The Alamo Scouts’ role in history has re-
mained obscure for many years, though their 
role in defeating the Japanese was crucial. 
Their training was rigorous and their missions 
were top secret. Of the thousands of soldiers 
who the military selected, only 138 men com-
pleted their training and became Alamo 
Scouts. Men like Robert L. Shirkey, Zeke 
McConnell, and Conrad Vineyard completed 
their training and went on to participate in mis-
sions that saved the war. It was an Alamo 
Scout, Galen C. Kittleston, who discovered the 
Cabanatuan prison camp that led to the re-
lease of hundreds of prisoners of war who 
would have surely died otherwise. It was an 
Alamo Scout, Robert Shirkey, who discovered 
that General Tomoyuki Yamashita, The Tiger 
of Malaya, had returned to Northern Luzon. 
This gave General MacArthur the information 
he needed to recapture the Phillippines. 

Most remarkable, Mr. Speaker, is the fact 
that despite the Alamo Scouts’ daring and 
dangerous missions and despite the weeks 
and months spent behind enemy lines, not 
one Alamo Scout was ever killed in action. 
Even though they had the ability to defy death 
on the field of combat, many Alamo Scouts 
are no longer with us. Of the 138 original 
Alamo Scouts, only about 20 are still with us 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that you, along with the 
other members of Congress, will join me in 
honoring the Alamo Scouts and recognizing 
their invaluable contribution to America’s suc-
cess in World War II.
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H.J. RES. 10, FLAG DESECRATION 
RESOLUTION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I believe burning the flag is an offensive 
and disrespectful act. However, I oppose H.J. 
Res. 10, a resolution proposing an amend-
ment to the Constitution authorizing the Con-
gress to prohibit the physical desecration of 
the flag of the United States. 

Rather, I rise in support of the amendment 
offered in the form of a substitute, H. Amdt. 

337, which would ensure that the First Amend-
ment right to free speech is protected and that 
any statute enacted by Congress attempting to 
prohibit the physical desecration of the flag 
would remain consistent with the First Amend-
ment. 

I have confidence my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle can agree that the liberty 
and freedom guaranteed by our Constitution, 
and symbolized by our grand old flag, is our 
Nation’s greatest strength. Everyday, the free-
doms that surround us in our homes, schools 
and places of work here in this chamber, are 
a constant reminder of what out flag means, 
and what has been sacrificed to ensure its 
lasting stability and continuity in our Nation. 
Every day Congress is in session, we pledge 
allegiance to this flag, ‘‘and to the republic for 
which it stands.’’

The willful destruction of our Nation’s flag is, 
indeed, deeply offensive. The flag is a symbol 
of our national unity and a source of national 
pride, and our flag deserves to be treated with 
respect at all times. Yet, despite my love for 
my Nation and the flag, and my deep appre-
ciation for the men and women who yesterday 
and today fight and live their lives defending 
our Nation, I cannot support this resolution. 

We must take heed of the constitutional pa-
rameters that will be reduced as a result of 
this amendment. One of our most cherished 
liberties is our freedom of expression. Every 
individual in America is truly free to express 
his or her opinions, without threat of hindrance 
or persecution. From time to time we undoubt-
edly may disagree with another’s opinion. 
However, this does not mean that their views 
should be constricted by the Constitution. If 
we place any limits on this freedom, we are 
opening the possibility that further limitation 
can be placed on our freedom of expression 
at a later time. This resolution, H.J. Res. 10, 
will indeed serve to reduce that freedom which 
is so crucial and essential to the maintenance 
of a strong, vibrant democracy.

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H. RES. 256, IN RE-
MEMBRANCE OF THE BRAVE 
SERVICEMEN WHO PERISHED IN 
THE APRIL 24, 1980, RESCUE AT-
TEMPT OF AMERICAN HOSTAGES 
IN IRAN 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commemorate the lives and en-
deavors of eight brave soldiers who perished 
in the April 24, 1980 rescue attempt of Amer-
ican hostages in Iran. Their courageous, and 
ultimately fatal, effort was an extraordinary ex-
ample of bravery and sacrifice. They risked 
their lives for the sake of the freedom of oth-
ers. It is important that we remember them 
and commemorate their effort, not only for the 
sake of their memory, but for ours as well. 
These American heroes provide us all with ex-
amples of sacrifice and commitment to coun-
try, with models of bravery and strength 
whose attitudes we may attempt to emulate. 

On November 4, 1979, a mob of Iranian stu-
dents, calling themselves Imam’s Disciples, 
seized the United States embassy in Tehran. 
Out of 90 embassy employees, 66 were taken 
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